EVELYN ALIAS SHANTI DEVI
August 31st, 1916
My dear Dr. Jordan,
You will not recall the writer by name, but at
various times when our paths have crossed momentarily,
you have been so very kind in your remembrance of me as
one of your students, that I dare address you personally in
a request rather vital in its nature. Ever since the
outbreak of the European war, it has been my purpose and
intention to go abroad to study conditions there and
eventually, right up certain features of my investigation. All
my plans for the past two years have been directed
towards this end, and now I find the time and opportunity
to go with no obstacles, but the matter of obtaining a
passport. That is no small matter in these troubled times
and I thought perhaps your recommendation and that of
the university of which I am a graduate, would enable me
to obtain it more easily and speedily. I dare to presume
that I may obtain such recommendation, both by yours and
Mrs. Jordan's knowledge of my earnestness of purpose and
desire, and by an investigation of such steadfastness of
character as I may have left upon my university in the
minds of those who knew me there. You will find that I
was a graduate at the class in 1916 January majoring
English and doing some writing among other college
activities, while there. Since I have been out I have
continued to study and write for various newspapers on
economic questions chiefly unemployment-at the same time
I have been pursuing various callings-advertising and
teaching being the chief at any time I can earn my living on
a commercial footing, but having demonstrating that I
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